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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 2/9/04 and 1 1/12/04 
are noted. The submissions are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 
1.98. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statements. 

35 use § 1 12, 6^ Paragraph 

2. Claims 1 and 19 are written in "means plus function" form and since they meet 
the analysis set forth in MPEP 2181 , the Examiner assumes that applicant wishes to 
invoke 35 USC § 112, paragraph 6. 

3. Claim 2 attempts to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means 
for performing a specified function, however, since this language does not meet the 
analysis set forth in MPEP 2181, i.e. "means for" or "step for" is not being used, or no 
function is set forth, or too much structure is set forth , the Examiner assumes that 
applicant does not wish to invoke 35 USC § 1 12, paragraph 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fan 

(6 ,714,767). Fan discloses a clip for engaging a flange attached to a portable electronic 
device to enable the device to be attached to a desired object, the clip comprising: a 
housing (1 1&12) comprising a cradle (12) for receiving the flange; a back plate (14) 
having on a proximal side thereof means (15) for attaching the clip to an object; a latch 
comprising a detent (1 14) extending into the cradle (through 123), a wing (115) having a 
distal surface with a lifting slope, a release button (13), and a resiliently flexible tongue 
(111) biasing the detent into a position in which the detent extends into the cradle, and a 
displacement tine (131) extending downwardly from the release button, the 
displacement tine having a displacement ramp (132) on a proximal surface, the 
displacement ramp engaging the lifting slope (115) of the wing; wherein the 
displacement ramp interacts with the lifting slope to displace the latch proximally when 
the release button is pressed (col. 3 lines 29-32), and the resiliently flexible tongue 
urges the latch distally when the release button is not pressed (col. 3 lines 25-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fan in 
view of Mutai et al. (6,824,028) and Liang (5,850,996). Fan discloses the claimed 
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invention but fails to specify the clip being made entirely of plastic, in fact, he does not 
mention any material structure at all. 

Mutai et al. and Liang, however, both disclose related clips and teach that it is 
well known in the art for the components of such clips to be made of plastic (col. 2 line 
35 & col. 1 line 52, respectively). Furthermore, it is well known that plastic is a cheap 
material, is easy to shape, and is very practical in applications requiring cheap, resilient 
materials. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to form some or all of the components of the clip of 
Fan out of plastic, as taught by Mutai et al. and Liang, in order to provide a resilient clip 
that was cheap and easy to manufacture. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-18 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note especially that Chen-Lieh discloses a similar clip with a 
resilient tongue (232) formed as part of the latch (230) rather than push button (240). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/676.920 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3727 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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